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Installation 

1. Boot up your Windows Server 2008 DVD. If you see the screen below, choose the appropriate settings and click next. 

 

 

 

http://www.win2008workstation.com/wordpress/2008/03/08/installation/
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2. On the next screen just click the button Install Now. 
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3. Enter your Windows Server 2008 product key. If you donôt have one (yet) you can just skip this step by clicking Next and click No when asked when asked 

if you want to enter your product key. 
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4. Select the version of Windows Server 2008 that says Full Installation.  Donôt select one of the Server Core Installationôs, because then you wonôt have a 

GUI  
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5. If you agree to the license terms, select I accept the license terms and click Next. 
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6. If you have a clean hard disk or if there is no possibility to upgrade from a previous version of Windows you will only have the option Custom (advanced). 

In this manual I will use the Custom installation. 
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7. Select the hard disk and partition where you want to install Windows Server 2008 and click Next. 
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8. Now Windows 2008 Server setup will install the selected version on your hard drive. 

 

9. After the installation has finished the computer will restart and a message about changing your password will be shown. Click OK . 

 

http://www.win2008workstation.com/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2008/03/setup8.jpg
http://www.win2008workstation.com/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2008/03/setup9.jpg
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10. Type in a strong password. (example p+ssw0rd) If you donôt you will get an error message saying that you doesnôt comply with the security enforcements 

of the domain. After successfully changing the password you will see the message that your password has successfully been changed. Click OK . Your desktop 

will now show up. 

 

11. In the Server Manager window check the Do not show me this console at logon to not show the Server Manager at start-up. You can access it later via 

the Server Manager shortcut in your quick launch bar or Start menu. 

 

http://www.win2008workstation.com/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2008/03/setup11.jpg
http://www.win2008workstation.com/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2008/03/setup12.jpg
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Drivers in Windows Server 2008 

  

get many questions about how to get all hardware working in Windows Server 2008. Basically all Vista should work. I will describe three methods how to get 

the drivers you need and how to install them. You can use these methods too for other Windows versions than Windows Server 2008. 

Method 1: Windows Update  

1. The easiest way to get drivers is to open up the ñWindows Updateò application in Windows Vista / Server 2008 by clicking Start -> Control Panel -> 

Windows Update. In the upper left of the Windows Update window click Check for updates, and wait until the search has finished. 

 

http://www.win2008workstation.com/wordpress/2008/03/09/drivers-in-windows-server-2008/
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2. Click the View available updates link to look if there are drivers for your devices. 
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3. If there are (newer versions of) drivers available they will be listed here. Check the boxes if they are not already checked and click Install at the bottom right 

to install the updates and device drivers if available. In my case no drivers are available. 
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Method 2: Manually download them  

To visit the manufacturer for drivers you first have to know information about the hardware that isnôt installed yet. To view the drivers you still need open the 

Server Manager by right clicking on Computer, and clicking Manage. In the Server Manager expand Diagnostics and click Device Manager. The 

Windows Device Manager probably wonôt tell much more about the unknown devices than Audio Device or even Unknown Device. 
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1. To find out what the real names of the devices are first go to download and install the tool Lavalys Everest Ultimate Edition from the Lavalys website or 

download.com. 

2. After you installed Everest, start the program. Now you can look for two things: the exact type of your motherboard (2a), and the the devices that are not 

installed yet (2b). The best is to install the drivers for your motherboard first. 

2a. Motherboard: To view the exact type of your motherboard, expand Motherboard  and click Motherboard  to view its name. For the motherboard there is 

often an url to go to the product page of the manufacturer. On this page search for links like downloads/drivers/support and download the Windows Vista 

drivers. 

 

http://lavalys.com/products/download.php?ps=UE&lang=en
http://www.download.com/Everest-Ultimate-Edition/3000-2086_4-10499291.html
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2b. Other devices: To view which devices you havenôt installed yet expand Devices and click Windows Devices for devices you attached to your motherboard. 

When you click an unknown device you will see the device name and manufacturer most times. Search with your favorite search engine for the manufacturer 

and/or device name and look for the Windows Vista drivers. In this screenshot I the SM Bus Controller driver isnôt installed. 
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3. After you downloaded the drivers you can install the drivers in two ways: Automatically (3a) or Manually (3b). 

3a. Automatically: You can install the drivers automatically by just following the instructions and installation files in the driver package. There is not much 

more to say about. 

3b. Manually: 

1. Sometimes manually installing the drivers just donôt work because the installer is not packed in a compression that is readable by WinRAR (download from 

http://www.rarlabs.com/), but if it is possible extract the driver package with WinRAR by right clicking on the file you downloaded, then choosing extract to 

name subfolder. 

 

http://www.rarlabs.com/
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2. Open the Device Manager in the Server Manager like described on the top of this page and double click the unknown device. Change your view to tab 

Driver , and click Update Driver. (Here I just selected the networking card that is already installed because I donôt have any not installed devices.)   
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3. Choose Browse my computer for driver software if you are asked how to search for driver software. 
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4. Click browse and select the driver folder in the folder you extracted in step 1. 
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5. Click Next so Windows will search the folder including subfolders for drivers. 
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6. If the right driver is found it will be installed immediately. After the installation has finished click the Close button. Now your driver is installed! 

Method 3: Windows Update Catalog  

Coming sooné 

Method 4:  TousLesDrivers.com  

(thanks Valorisa) 

 

The website in this method is french, but that wonôt be a problem if you click the right links/buttons!  

1. Start Microsoft Internet Explorer , go to the website http://www.touslesdrivers.com/index.php?v_page=29 and click Lancer la détection (Start Detection). 

2. When asked to install the ActiveX control, accept the security warning by clicking Install . In the Ma-config.com plugin window click Suivant (Next). 

Choose the location to install and click Suivant again twice. After the setup has finished, click Fermer (Close). The driver detection will now start. 

3. Ater the detection has completed a list of devices will be shown. If a driver is available you will see a title Drivers disponibles (available drivers) below the 

relating device. Click the link behind the green arrow. 

4. In the window that opens next scroll down till you see the title Téléchargement (download). Click the picture of the hard disk and you got your driver! You 

can now install them either automatically or manually using the instructions in Method 2. 

5. After you installed all drivers you can remove the ActiveX control by clicking Control Panel in the Start menu, opening Programs and Features, and 

double clicking Ma-Config.com plugin. 

Method 5: DriverAgent.com  

If the three other methods didnôt work or if you just donôt want to try them, visit the website http://www.driveragent.com/, click the Scan Now button and 

install the plugin when asked. Your computer hardware will now be examined to check if there are drivers available for your specific operating 

system/architecture. The disadvantage is that, if there are drivers, you need to pay for an account in order to download the drivers. Thatôs why I added this as 

the last solution for driver problems. 

 

http://www.win2008workstation.com/wordpress/2008/03/09/drivers-in-windows-server-2008/#comment-40
http://www.touslesdrivers.com/index.php?v_page=29
http://www.driveragent.com/
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Change Registered Owner name and organisation 

By default Windows Server 2008 is installed with as owner Windows User and an empty Organisation Name. In many programs you install like Microsoft 

Office or Microsoft Visual Studio these are set as default creator of documents etc. 

1. If you click Run in the Start menu, enter winver and click OK  you can see your current settings. 

 

http://www.win2008workstation.com/wordpress/2008/03/08/change-registered-owner-name-and-organisation/
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2. To change your computers registered owner and organisation name click Run in the Start menu, enter regedit and click OK . In the Registry Editor navigate 

to HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE  -> SOFTWARE -> Microsoft  -> Windows NT -> CurrentVersion . In the right pane double-click and edit 

RegisteredOwner to change your registered owner and/or double-click RegisteredOrganization to change the registered organization. 
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3. If we now open the Windows About window again by clicking Start -> Run -> winver -> OK , we see that the ownersettings are changed! 
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Create a new User Account 

1. In the Start menu click Run and type control userpasswords2. In the User Accounts window that comes up click Add, fill in the required fields and click 

Next. 

 

http://www.win2008workstation.com/wordpress/2008/03/08/create-a-new-user-account/
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2. Fill in a password twice and click Next. In the next screen select Standard User to create a limited account to work with (recommended), then click Finish 

to add the user! 
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3. If you selected Standard User as level of access, you have to give the user permission to shutdown the PC. To do this click Run in the menu Start, then 

type gpedit.msc and click OK . In the Local Group Policy Editor that opens, browse to: Computer Configuration  -> Windows Settings -> Security 

Settings -> Local Policies -> User Rights Assignment. In the right pane scroll to Shut down the system. 
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4. Double click Shut down the system and click Add User or Group. Now enter the User name of the user you want to give permission to shut down, then 

click OK . 
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5. Finally click OK  in the Shut down the system Properties window to save the changes you made to the list of users that are allowed to shutdown the 

computer! 
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Configure Auto Logon 

1. In the Start menu click Run and enter control userpasswords2. After clicking OK  the User Accounts window will show up. 

 

http://www.win2008workstation.com/wordpress/2008/03/08/configure-auto-logon/
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2. Next click the account you want to login automatically and uncheck Users must enter a user name and password to use this computer checkbox. If you 

now click Apply  it will ask for the password of the user you selected. Enter the password of the selected user twice and click OK . From now on every time you 

start Windows it will automatically login! 
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Disable Strong Passwords Enforcement 

By default Microsoft Windows Server 2008 enforces users in the Administrator usergroup to use strong passwords. Home users just want to create their own 

passwords without meeting any policies or leave it blank. This tutorial will explain how to disable these complexity requirements! ( Please note you must go to 

ñServer Managerò first, located in Quick Access.  Then go to ñFeaturesò and install ñGroup Policyò). 

1. Click Run in the menu Start, then type gpedit.msc and click OK . In the Local Group Policy Editor expand Computer Configuration  -> Windows 

Settings -> Security Settings -> Account Policies and click Password Policy. 

 

http://www.win2008workstation.com/wordpress/2008/03/08/disable-strong-passwords-enforcement/

